How to influence?
Case study:
Jacob loves sports, afterschool he trains NRL but what he really wants is to be a professional basketball player one day. He is rather disappointed at the state of the school sports hall and the availability of the gym equipment. The basketballs are in a terrible condition and the outside court is deteriorating.  Jacob’s woodwork teacher has announced that the school has decided to build a new woodwork area, to refurbish the existing tools in the classroom, install a 3D printer and to add computers. Jacob is rather disappointed that students weren’t consulted and he decides to approach his school principal about the matter. 

Although all of the questions below are important for Jacob to have answers to, which are more likely that Principal will ask? 



1. If we do not have tools students cannot make things in woodwork. Why should we do this?

2. School has just spend its money on a new woodwork area, we do not have any funds. Where do we find the money for this project?

3. Refurbishing the sports hall is in the plan. Why is it important for this to be solved now?

4. Some students in this school who don’t like sports.Why is this more important then refurbshing our drama hall?

5. What can you compromise on? What is the most pressing issue to be solved now?
6. Did you consult with other students? Is this what they want?

7. This is a school council issue. They set the prioroties for the work to be done. Have you spoken to them? 

8. Students are not respecting the property. If we replanc and update the problem will still occur. 



Write down the question numbers you think the Principal is most likely to ask? 
